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AMERICAN PHYSICITANS





Dear Doctor:
 

Thank you for the inquiry you made to the Cooperative of American Physicians, Inc. (CAP). The accompanying document that addresses your professional liability question is published by the California Medical Association’s (CMA) legal team. You will also find this information and concise answers to many more of your medical practice questions in CMA’s 2010 California Physicians’ Legal Handbook, or through CMA’s 24/7 information on demand service, “CMA ON-CALL,” available at www.cmanet.org.  
We believe that membership in the CMA is one of the most important commitments a physician can make to protect his or her patients, practice, livelihood, and reputation. 
The CMA: 
· Makes sure your liability premiums will remain affordable for you and that injured patients get fair economic redress. CMA is the most powerful force keeping California’s MICRA (Medical Injury Compensation Reform Act of 1975) strong against those attorneys who want to make more money from injured patients’ lawsuits. 

· Fights for physicians in the legislature and the courts to make sure that non-physician corporate interests do not make medical decisions about your patients for you. 

· Represents your interests when physicians are victimized by financial problems afflicting those they contract with, whether it be a practice management company, a health plan, an IPA, or a medical group. CMA has been the lead advocate for its members in the midst of the numerous health plans and IPA insolvencies, and is immediately on the case when health plans withhold payments owed to CMA members. 

· Keeps a physician up to date on all laws and regulations affecting medical practice. 

· Keeps professional ethics at the heart of its policies and actions. 

If you are not a CMA/county medical society member, we urge you to join now. These are tumultuous and precarious times for physicians. With your membership, CMA can remain strong for you. 
Thank you.
While these articles cover questions physicians frequently ask about the laws governing the practice of medicine, it is not a substitute for a lawyer.  Legal advice may be necessary in specific circumstances.

For membership information, please call your county medical society or 888-233-2937. To order the California Physicians' Legal Handbook, call 800-882-1262 or fax 916-551-2035. To learn more about what CMA does for its members every day, visit CMAnet at www.cmanet.org

